In 1965, Angelman' described three unrelated children with similar facial appearance, mental retardation, seizures, frequent prolonged episodes of laughter, and a jerky, ataxic gait which, he said, gave them a superficial resemblance to puppets. The condition has been recognised with increasing frequency and there are now 38 published cases. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] Though widely known as the 'happy puppet syndrome ' , it has been suggested that the term Angelman syndrome is more appropriate for clinical use. There have been previous reports of affected sibs2-4 and a pair of monozygotic twins described by Hersh et al. She was a floppy baby. Her mother described constant laughter being prominent even as a baby. She started to have right sided focal seizures at two years of age. She sat at 10 months and began walking at 36 months.
When examined at five years she had not developed any speech. She laughed constantly, had a protruding tongue, prognathism, and widely spaced teeth. Her head circumference was 50 5 cm (50th centile). Her gait was ataxic with a wide base and typical arm posture. Her tone and reflexes were normal.
CASE 5 (FIG 7) Case 5 was the first child of unrelated, healthy, European parents. Pregnancy was normal and birth weight was 3-4 kg. His development seemed normal up to six months of age when, after a series of minor infections, the parents noted a failure to progress and to gain weight. The mother also noted a flattening of the back of the head. He sat at 11½/2 months but failed to develop speech. At (()1 13 (0) 9 (2) 41 (2) *Excludes a MZ twin described by Hersh et al,5 a baby with craniosynostosis who died at one month,7 and a sib of our case 4 who died at birth duc to neural tube defect. 
